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Appendix J
GLOSSARY

Aeration: A process which promotes biological degradation of organic matter. The
process may be passive (as when waste is exposed to air) or active (as when a
mixing or bubbling device introduces the air).

Backfill: Earth used to fill a trench or an excavation.

Baffles: Finlike devices installed vertically on the inside walls of liquid waste transport
vehicles that are used to reduce the movement of the waste inside the tank.

Baseline General Permit: A storm water permit (issued under the NPDES program)
intended to initially cover the majority of storm water discharges associated with
industrial activities. For example, EPA is planning to issue two baseline general
permits: NPDES General Permits for Storm Water Discharges from
Construction Activities that are classified as “Associated with Industrial Activity”
and NPDES General Permits for Storm Water Discharges from Industrial
Activities that are classified as “Associated with Industrial Activities.” EPA is
also encouraging delegated states which have an approved general permits
program to issue baseline general permits.

Berm: An earthen mound used to direct the flow of runoff around or through a
structure.

Best Management Practices (BMP’s): Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices,
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce
the pollution of waters of the United States. BMP’s also include treatment
requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control plant site runoff,
spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material
storage. With regard to construction, these may include structural devices or
nonstructural practices that are designed to prevent pollutants from entering
water or to direct the flow of water.

Biodegradable: The ability to break down or decompose under natural conditions and
processes.

Boom: 1. A floating device used to contain oil on a body of water. 2. A piece of
equipment used to apply pesticides from ground equipment such as a tractor or
truck.
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Buffer strip or zone: Strips of grass or other erosion-resistant vegetation between a
waterway and an area of more intensive land use.

By-product: Material, other than the principal product, that is generated as a
consequence of an industrial process.

Calibration: A check of the precision and accuracy of measuring equipment.
CERCLA: Comprehensive Emergency Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.
Chock: A block or wedge used to keep rolling vehicles in place.

Clay lens: A naturally occurring, localized area of clay that acts as an impermeable
layer to runoff infiltration.

Commencement of construction: The initial disturbance of soils associated with
clearing, grading, or excavating activities or other construction activities.

Concrete aprons: A pad of nonerosive concrete material designed to prevent scour
holes developing at the outlet ends of culverts, outlet pipes, grade stabilization
structures, and other water control devices.

Conduit: Any channel or pipe for transporting the flow of water.

Conveyance: Any natural or man-made channel or pipe in which concentrated water
flows.

Corrosion: The dissolving and wearing away of metal caused by a chemical reaction
such as between water and the pipes that the water contacts, chemicals
touching a metal surface, or contact between two metals.

Culvert: A covered channel or a large-diameter pipe that directs water flow below the
ground level.

CWA: The Clean Water Act or the Federal Water Pollution Control Act.

Dedicated portable asphalt plant: A portable asphalt plant that is located on or
contiguous to a construction site and that provides asphalt only to the
construction site that the plant is located on or adjacent to. The term dedicated
portable asphalt plant does not include facilities that are subject to the asphait
emulsion effluent limitation guideline at 40 CFR 443.
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Dedicated portable concrete plant: A portable concrete plant that is located on or
contiguous to a construction site and that provides concrete only to the
construction site that the plant is located on or adjacent to.

Denuded: Land stripped of vegetation such as grass, or land that has had vegetation
worn down due to impacts from the elements or humans.

Dike: An embankment to confine or control water, often built along the banks of a
river to prevent overflow of lowlands; a levee.

Director: The Regional Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency or an
authorized representative.

Discharge: A release or flow of storm water or other substance from a conveyance or
storage container.

Drip guard: A device used to prevent drips of fuel or corrosive or reactive chemicals
from contacting other materials or areas.

Emission: Pollution discharged into the atmosphere from smokestacks, other vents,
and surface areas of commercial or industrial facilities and from motor vehicle,
locomotive, or aircraft exhausts.

Erosion: The wearing away of land surface by wind or water. Erosion occurs
naturally from weather or runoff but can be intensified by land-clearing practices
related to farming, residential or industrial development, road building, or
timber-cutting.

Excavation: The process of removing earth, stone, or other materials.

Fertilizer: Materials such as nitrogen and phosphorus that provide nutrients for plants.
Commercially sold fertilizers may contain other chemicals or may be in the form
of processed sewage sludge.

Filter fabric: Textile of relatively small mesh or pore size that is used to (a) allow
water to pass through while keeping sediment out (permeable), or (b) prevent
both runoff and sediment from passing through (impermeable).

Filter strip: Usually long, relatively narrow area of undisturbed or planted vegetation
used to retard or collect sediment for the protection of watercourses, reservoirs,
or adjacent properties.
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Final stabilization: The point at which all soil disturbing activities at the site have been
completed and a uniform perennial vegetative cover with a density of
70 percent of the cover for unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent
structures has been established or equivalent permanent stabilization measures
such as the use of riprap, gabions, or geotextiles have been employed.

Flange: A rim extending from the end of a pipe; can be used as a connection to
another pipe. '

Flow channel liner: A covering or coating used on the inside surface of a flow channel
to prevent the infiltration of water into the ground.

Flowmeter: A gauge that shows the speed of water moving through a conveyance.

Flow-weighted composite sample: A composite sample consisting of a mixture of
aliquots collected at a constant time interval, where the volume of each aliquot
is proportional to the flow rate of the discharge.

General permit: A permit issued under the NPDES program to cover a certain class
or category of storm water discharges. These permits allow for a reduction in
the administrative burden associated with permitting storm water discharges
associated with industrial activities.

Grading: The cutting and/or filling of the land surface to a desired slope or elevation.

Hazardous substance: 1. Any material that poses a threat to human health and/or the
environment. Hazardous substances can be toxic, corrosive, ignitable,
explosive, or chemically reactive. 2. Any substance listed in 40 CFR 302.4 or
49 CFR 171.8 and which may be required by EPA to be reported if a
designated quantity of the substance is spilled in the waters of the United
States or if otherwise emitted into the environment.

Hazardous waste: By-products of human activities that can pose a substantial or
potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly
managed. Possesses at least one of four characteristics (ignitability, corrosivity,
reactivity, or toxicity), or appears on special EPA lists.

Holding pond: A pond or reservoir, usually made of earth, built to store polluted runoff
for a limited time.



EP 1110-1-16
28 Feb 97

lllicit connection: Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not
composed entirely of storm water except discharges authorized by an NPDES
permit (other than the NPDES permit for discharges from the municipal
separate storm sewer) and discharges resulting from fire-fighting activities.

Infiltration: 1. The penetration of water through the ground surface into subsurface soil
or the penetration of water from the soil into sewer or other pipes through
defective joints, connections, or manhole walls. 2. A land application technique
where large volumes of wastewater are applied to land, allowed to penetrate
the surface and percolate through the underlying soil.

Inlet: An entrance into a ditch, storm sewer, or other waterway.
Intermediates: A chemical compound formed during the making of a product.

Irrigation: Human application of water to agricultural or recreational land for watering
purposes.

Jute: A plant fiber used to make rope, mulch, netting, or matting.

Lagoon: A shallow pond where sunlight, bacterial action, and oxygen work to purify
wastewater.

Land application: Discharge of wastewater onto or into the ground for treatment or
reuse.

Land treatment units: An area of land where materials are temporarily located to
receive treatment. Examples include: sludge lagoons, stabilization pond.

Landfills: 1. Sanitary landfills are land disposal sites for nonhazardous solid wastes at
which the waste is spread in layers, compacted to the smallest practical
volume, and cover material applied at the end of each operating day.

2. Secure chemical landfills are disposal sites for hazardous waste. They are
selected and designed to minimize the chance of release of hazardous
substances into the environment.

Large and medium municipal separate storm sewer systems: All municipal separate
storm sewers that are either: (i) located in an incorporated place (city) with a
population of 100,000 or more as determined by the latest Decennial Census
by the Bureau of Census (these cities are listed in Appendices F and G of
40 CFR Part 122); or (i) located in the counties with unincorporated urbanized
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populations of 100,000 or more, except municipal separate storm sewers that
are located in the incorporated places, townships or towns within such counties
(these counties are listed in Appendices H and | of 40 CFR Part 122); or

(iii) owned or operated by a municipality other than those described in
paragraph (i) or (ii) and that are designated by the Director as part of the large
or medium municipal separate storm sewer system.

Leaching: The process by which soluble constituents are dissolved in a solvent such
as water and carried down through the soil.

Level spreader: A device used to spread out storm water runoff uniformly over the
ground surface as sheetflow (i.e., not through channels). The purpose of level
spreaders is to prevent concentrated, erosive flows from occurring and to
enhance infiltration.

Liming: Treating soil with lime to neutralize acidity levels.

Liner: 1. A relatively impermeable barrier designed to prevent leachate from leaking
from a landfill. Liner materials include plastic and dense clay. 2. An insert or
sleeve for sewer pipes to prevent leakage or infiltration.

Liquid level detector: A device that provides continuous measures of liquid levels in
liquid storage areas or containers to prevent overflows.

Material storage areas: Onsite locations where raw materials, products, final products,
by-products, or waste materials are stored.

Mulch: A natural or attificial layer of plant residue or other materials covering the land
surface which conserves moisture, holds soil in place, aids in establishing plant
cover, and minimizes temperature fluctuations.

Noncontact cooling water: Water used to cool machinery or other materials without
directly contacting process chemicals or materials.

Notice of Intent (NOI): An application to notify the permitting authority of a facility’s
intention to be covered by a general permit; exempts a facility from having to
submit an individual or group application.

NPDES: EPA's program to control the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United

States. See the definition of “National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems”
in 40 CFR 122.2 for further guidance.

J-6



EP 1110-1-16
28 Feb 97

NPDES Permit: An authorization, license, or equivalent control document issued by
EPA or an approved State agency to implement the requirements of the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) as specified in
40 CFR 122.2.

Oil and grease traps: Devices which collect oil and grease, removing them from water
flows. '

Oil sheen: A thin, glistening layer of oil on water.

Oil/water separator: A device installed, usually at the entrance to a drain, which
removes oil and grease from water flows entering the drain.

Organic pollutants: Substances containing carbon which may cause pollution
problems in receiving streams.

Organic solvents: Liquid organic compounds capable of dissolving solids, gases, or
liquids.

Outfall: The point, location, or structure where wastewater or drainage discharges
from a sewer pipe, ditch, or other conveyance into a receiving body of water.

Permeability: The quality of a soil that enables water or air to move through it.
Usually expressed in mm/hour (inches/hour) or mm/day (inches/day).

Permit: An authorization, license, or equivalent control document issued by EPA or an
approved State agency to implement the requirements of an environmental
regulation; e.g., a permit to operate a wastewater treatment plant or to operate
a facility that may generate harmful emissions.

Permit Issuing Authority (or Permitting Authority): The State agency or EPA Regional
office which issues environmental permits to regulated facilities.

Plunge pool: A basin used to slow flowing water, usually constructed to a design
depth and shape. The pool may be protected from erosion by various lining
materials.

Pneumatic transfer: A system of hoses which uses the force of air or other gas to
push material through; used to transfer solid or liquid materials from tank to
tank.
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Point source: Any discernible, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not
limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure,
container, rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate
collection system, or vessel or other floating craft, from which pollutants are or
may be discharged.

Pollutant: Any dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, filter backwash,
sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical wastes, biological
materials, radioactive materials (except those regulated under the Atomic
Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42 (U.S.C. 2011 et sea.)), heat, wrecked or
discharged equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, and industrial, municipal, and
agricultural waste discharged into water. It does not mean: '

(i) Sewage from vessels; or

(i) Water, gas, or other material which is injected into a well to facilitate
production of oil or gas, or water derived in association with oil and gas
production and disposed of into a well, if the well used either to facilitate
production or for disposal purposes is approved by the authority of the State in
which the well is located, and if the State determines that the injection or
disposal will not result in the degradation of ground or surface water resources
(Section 502(6) of the CWA).

Radioactive materials covered by the Atomic Energy Act are those
encompassed in its definition of source, by-product, or special nuclear
materials. Examples of materials not covered include radium and accelerator-
produced isotopes. See Train v. Colorado Public Interest Research Group,
Inc., 426 U.S. 1 (1976).

Porous pavement: A human-made surface that will allow water to penetrate through
and percolate into soil (as in porous asphalt pavement or concrete). Porous
asphalt pavement is comprised of irregular shaped crush rock precoated with
asphalt binder. Water seeps through into lower layers of gravel for temporary
storage, then filters naturally into the soil.

Precipitation: Any form of rain or snow.

Preventative maintenance program: A schedule of inspections and testing at regular
intervals intended to prevent equipment failures and deterioration.

Process wastewater: Water that comes into direct contact with or results from the

production or use of any raw material, intermediate product, finished product,
by-product, waste product, or wastewater.
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PVC (polyvinyl chioride): A plastic used in pipes because of its strength; does not
dissolve in most organic solvents.

Raw material: Any product or material that is converted into another material by
processing or manufacturing.

RCRA: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

Recycle: The process of minimizing the generation of waste by recovering usable
products that might otherwise become waste. Examples are the recycling of
aluminum cans, wastepaper, and bottles.

Reportable Quantity (RQ): The quantity of a hazardous substance or oil that triggers
reporting requirements under CERCLA or the Clean Water Act. If a substance
is released in amounts exceeding its RQ, the release must be reported to the
National Response Center, the State Emergency Response Commission, and
community emergency coordinators for areas likely to be affected.

Residual: Amount of poliutant remaining in the environment after a natural or
technological process has taken place, e.g., the sludge remaining after initial
wastewater treatment, or particulates remaining in air after the air passes
through a scrubbing or other pollutant removal process.

Retention: The holding of runoff in a basin without release except by means of
evaporation, infiltration, or emergency bypass.

Retrofit: The modification of storm water management systems in developed areas
through the construction of wet ponds, infiltration systems, wetland plantings,
streambank stabilization, and other BMP techniques for improving water quality.
A retrofit can consist of the construction of a new BMP in the developed area,
the enhancement of an older storm water management structure, or a
combination of improvement and new construction.

Rill erosion: The formation of numerous, closely spread streamlets due to uneven
removal of surface soils by storm water or other water.

Riparian habitat: Areas adjacent to rivers and streams that have a high density,

diversity, and productivity of plant and animal species relative to nearby
uplands.
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Runoff: That part of precipitation, snowmelt, or irrigation water that runs off the land
into streams or other surface water. It can carry pollutants from the air and
land into the receiving waters.

Runoff coefficient: The fraction of total rainfall that will appear at the conveyance as
runoff.

Runon: Storm water surface flow or other surface flow which enters property other
than that where it originated.

Sanitary sewer: A system of underground pipes that carries sanitary waste or process
wastewater to a treatment plant.

Sanitary waste: Domestic sewage.
SARA: Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act.

Scour: The clearing and digging action of flowing water, especially the downward
erosion caused by stream water in sweeping away mud and silt from the
streambed and outside bank of a curved channel.

Sealed gate: A device used to control the flow of liquid materials through a valve.

Secondary containment: Structures, usually dikes or berms, surrounding tanks or
other storage containers and designed to catch spilled material from the storage
containers.

Sediment trap: A device for removing sediment from water flows; usually installed at
outfall points.

Sedimentation: The process of depositing soil particles, clays, sands, or other
sediments that were picked up by flowing water.

Sediments: Soil, sand, and minerals washed from land into water, usually after rain.
They pile up in reservoirs, rivers, and harbors, destroying fish-nesting areas and
holes of water animals and cloud the water so that needed sunlight might not
reach aquatic plants. Careless farming, mining, and building activities will
expose sediment materials, allowing them to be washed off the land after
rainfalls.
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Sheet erosion: Erosion of thin layers of surface materials by continuous sheets of
running water.

Sheetflow: Runoff which flows over the ground surface as a thin, even layer, not
concentrated in a channel.

Shelf life: The time for which chemicals and other materials can be stored before
becoming unusable due to age or deterioration.

Significant materials: as defined at 40 CFR Part 122.26(b)(12) include, but are not
limited to:

Raw materials; fuels; materials such as solvents, detergents and plastic pellets;
finished materials such as metallic products; raw materials used in food
processing or production; hazardous substances designated under section 101
(14) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA); any chemical the facility is required to report pursuant
to section 313 of Title lll of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(SARA); fertilizers; pesticides; and waste product such as ashes, slag, and
sludge that have a potential to be released with storm water discharges.

Slag: Nonmetal containing waste leftover from the smelting and refining of metals.

Slide gate: A device used to control the flow of water through storm water
conveyances.

Sloughing: The movement of unstabilized soil layers down a slope due to excess
water in the soils.

Siudge: A semisolid residue from any of a number of air or water treatment
processes. Sludge can be a hazardous waste.

Soil: The unconsolidated mineral and organic material on the immediate surface of
the earth that serves as a natural medium for the growth of plants.

Solids dewatering: A process for removing excess water from solids to lessen the
overall weight of the wastes.

Source control: A practice or structural measure to prevent pollutants from entering
storm water runoff or other environmental media.
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Spent solvent: A liquid solution that has been used and is no longer capable of
dissolving solids, gases, or liquids.

Spill guard: A device used to prevent spills of liquid materials from storage containers.

Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Plan (SPCC): Plan consisting of
structures, such as curbing, and action plans to prevent and respond to spills of
hazardous substances as defined in the Clean Water Act.

Stopcock valve: A small valve for stopping or controlling the flow of water or other
liquid through a pipe.

Storm drain: A slotted opening leading to an underground pipe or an open ditch for
carrying surface runoff.

Storm water: Runoff from a storm event, snowmelt runoff, and surface runoff and
drainage.

Storm water discharge associated with industrial activity: The discharge from any
conveyance which is used for collecting and conveying storm water and which
is directly related to manufacturing, processing or raw materials storage areas
at an industrial plant. The term does not include discharges from facilities or
activities excluded from the NPDES program under 40 CFR Part 122. For the
categories of industries identified in subparagraphs (i) through (x) of this
subsection, the term includes, but is not limited to, storm water discharges from
industrial plant yards; immediate access roads and rail lines used or traveled by
carriers of raw materials, manufactured products, waste material, or by-products
used or created by the facility; material handling sites; refuse sites; sites used
for the application or disposal of process waste waters (as defined at
40 CFR 401); sites used for the storage and maintenance of material handling
equipment; sites used for residual treatment, storage, or disposal; shipping and
receiving areas; manufacturing buildings; storage areas (including tank farms)
for raw materials, and intermediate and finished products; and areas where
industrial activity has taken place in the past and significant materials remain
and are exposed to storm water. For the categories of industries identified in
subparagraph (xi), the term includes only storm water discharges from all the
areas (except access roads and rail lines) that are listed in the previous
sentence where material handling equipment or activities, raw materials,
intermediate products, final products, waste material, by-products, or industrial
machinery are exposed to storm water. For the purposes of this paragraph,
material handling activities include the: storage, loading and unloading,
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transportation, or conveyance of any raw material, intermediate product,
finished product, by-product, or waste product. The term excludes areas
located on plant lands separate from the plant’s industrial activities, such as
office buildings and accompanying parking lots as long as the drainage from the
excluded areas is not mixed with storm water drained from the above-described
areas. Industrial facilities (including industrial facilities that are Federally, State,
or municipally owned or operated) that meet the description of the facilities
listed in this paragraph (i)-(xi) include those facilities designated under the
provision of 122.26(a)(1)(v). The following categories of facilities are
considered to be engaging in “industrial activity” for purposes of this subsection:
(i) Facilities subject to storm water effluent limitations guidelines, new source
performance standards, or toxic poliutant effluent standards under 40 CFR
Subchapter N (except facilities with toxic pollutant effluent standards which are
excepted under category (xi) of this paragraph);

(i) Facilities classified as Standard Industrial Classifications 24 (except 2434),
26 (except 265 and 267), 28 (except 283 and 285) 29, 311, 32 (except 323),
33, 3441, 372; (iii) Facilities classified as Standard Industrial Classifications 10
though 14 (mineral industry) including active or inactive mining operations
(except for areas of coal mining operations no longer meeting the definition of a
reclamation area under 40 CFR 434.1 1 (1) because the performance bond
issued to the facility by the appropriate authority has been released, or except
for areas of noncoal mining operations which have been released from
applicable State or Federal reclamation requirements after December 17, 1990,
and oil and gas exploration, production, processing, or treatment operations, or
transmission facilities that discharge storm water contaminated by contact with
or that has come into contact with, any overburden, raw material, intermediate
products, finished products, by-products or waste products located on the site
of such operations; (inactive mining operations are mining sites that are not
being actively mined, but which have an identifiable owner/operator; inactive
mining sites do not include sites where mining claims are being maintained prior
to disturbances associated with the extraction, beneficiation, or processing of
mined materials, nor sites where minimal activities are undertaken for the sole
purpose of maintaining mining claim); (iv) Hazardous waste treatment,
storage, or disposal facilities, including those that are operating under interim
status or a permit under Subtitle C of RCA; (v) Landfills, land application sites,
and open dumps that receive or have received any industrial wastes (waste that
is received from any of the facilities described under this subsection) including
those that are subject to regulation under Subtitle D of RCA; (vi) Facilities
involved in the recycling of materials, including metal scrap yards, battery
reclaimers, salvage yards, and automobiles junkyards, including but limited to
those classified as Standard Industrial Classification 5015 and 5093; (vii) Steam
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electric power generating facilities, including coal handling sites; (viii)
Transportation facilities classified as Standard Industrial Classifications 40, 41,
42 (except 4221-25), 43, 44, 45, and 5171 which have vehicle maintenance
shops, equipment cleaning operations, or airport deicing operations. Only those
portions of the facility that are either involved in vehicle maintenance (including
vehicle rehabilitation, mechanical repairs, painting, fueling, and lubrication),
equipment cleaning operations, airport deicing operations, or which are
otherwise identified under paragraphs (i)-(vii) or (ix)-(xi) of this subsection are
associated with industrial activity; (ix) Treatment works treating domestic
sewage or any other sewage sludge or wastewater treatment device or system,
used in the storage treatment, recycling, and reclamation of municipal or
domestic sewage, including lands dedicated to the disposal of sewage sludge
that are located within the confines of the facility, with a design flow of
3,785,000 liters per day (1.0 mgd) or more, or required to have an approved
pretreatment program under 40 CFR 403. Not included are farm lands,
domestic gardens, or lands used for sludge management where sludge is
beneficially reused and which are not physically located in the confines of the
facility, or areas that are in compliance with Section 405 of the CWA; (x)
Construction activity including clearing, grading, and excavation activities
except: operations that result in the disturbance of less than 2 hectares

(5 acres) of total land area which are not part of a larger common plan of
development or sale; (xi) Facility under Standard Industrial Classification 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 34, 25, 265, 267, 27, 283, 285, 30, 31 (except 311), 323, 34 (except
3441), 35, 36, 37 (except 373), 38, 39, 4221-25, (and which are not otherwise
included within categories (ii)-Ix));

Note: The Transportation Act of 1991 provides an exemption from storm water
permitting requirements for certain facilities owned or operated by
municipalities with a population of less than 100,000. Such
municipalities must submit storm water discharge permit applications for
only airports, power plants, and uncontrolled sanitary landfills that they
own or operate, unless a permit is otherwise required by the permitting
authority.

Subsoil: The bed or stratum of earth lying below the surface soil.
Sump: A pit or tank that catches liquid runoff for drainage or disposal.

Surface impoundment: Treatment, storage, or disposal of liquid wastes in ponds.
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Surface water: All water naturally open to the atmosphere (rivers, lakes, reservoirs,
streams, wetlands impoundments, seas, estuaries, etc.); also refers to springs,
wells, or other collectors which are directly influenced by surface water.

Swale: An elongated depression in the land surface that is at least seasonally wet, is
usually heavily vegetated, and is normally without flowing water. Swales direct
storm water flows into primary drainage channels and allow some of the storm
water to infiltrate into the ground surface.

Tarp: A sheet of waterproof canvas or other material used to cover and protect
materials, equipment, or vehicles.

Topography: The physical features of a surface area including relative elevations and
the position of natural and human-made features.

Toxic Pollutants: Any pollutant listed as toxic under Section 501 (a)(1) or, in the case
of “sludge use or disposal practices,” any pollutant identified in regulations
implementing Section 405(d) of the CWA. Please refer to 40 CFR Part 122
Appendix D.

Treatment: The act of applying a procedure or chemicals to a substance to remove
undesirable pollutants.

Tributary: A river or stream that flows into a larger river or stream.

Underground storage tanks (USTS): Storage tanks with at least 10 percent or more of
its storage capacity underground (the complete regulatory definition is at
40 CFR Part 280.12).

Waste: Unwanted materials left over from a manufacturing or other process.
Water table: The depth or level below which the ground is saturated with water.

Waters of the United States:
(a) All waters, which are currently used, were used in the past, or may be
susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which
are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide;
(b) All interstate waters, including interstate “wetlands”;
(c) All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including
intermittent streams), mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes,
wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation, or
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destruction of which would affect or could affect interstate or foreign commerce
including any such waters:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(d)
(e)

(f)
(9)

Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for
recreational or other purposes;

From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or
foreign commerce; or

Which are used or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in
interstate commerce;

All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United
States under this definition;

Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs (a) through (d) of this
definition;

The territorial sea; and

“Wetlands” adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves
wetlands) identified in paragraphs (a) through (f) of this definition. Waste
treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons designed to meet
the requirements of CWA (other than cooling ponds as defined in

40 CFR 423.1 1 (m) which also meet the criteria of this definition) are not
waters of the United States. This exclusion applies only to man-made
bodies of water which neither were originally created in waters of the
United States (such as disposal area in wetlands) nor resulted from the
impoundment of waters of the United States.

Waterway: A channel for the passage or flow of water.

Wet well: A chamber used to collect water or other liquid which is generally pumped
out with the use of a pump.

Wetlands: An area that is regularly saturated by surface or groundwater and
subsequently is characterized by a prevalence of vegetation that is adapted for
life in saturated soil conditions. Examples include: swamps, bogs, fens,
marshes, and estuaries.

Wind break: Any device designed to block wind flow and intended for protection
against any ill effects of wind.

J-16

W U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1997-532-181./40032



